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wrong courses. We give false evidence. We are dirty in our ways.
We can overcome the whites5 prejudice only if we give up these
bad habits. But this is not likely to happen. The Indian who is
full of faults will not read writings of this kind. Nor can those
who do make him see reason. Satyagrahis should die for his
sake as well. Their death will be an education for these our breth-
ren, whom ignorance has made blind. It has always been the way
of this world that the fruit of one's death is reaped by others. Not
to seek gain through one's death is in itself a gain. This difficult
saying needs to be pondered over. It is the great secret by
which one can gain true life. Those alone who join satyagraha
in this spirit will win in this great fight that is beginning. We en-
treat those who cannot join the fight not to oppose it, but to give
whatever help they can. They should think of the community's
interest. If they can do or say nothing good, let them stay
quiet. If they are weak, let them admit their weakness rather
than weaken others. In this way we can help one another. The
campaign this time has no programme or plan of action. The plan
will unfold itself as we proceed. This is a fight for bringing about
a change in the Government's hostile attitude to us. The ob-
noxious £3 tax must go at any cost. That is a debt we owe to the
defenceless Indians, and to Mr. Gokhale.
The Government, breaking a promise made to him, has
broken a promise made to us. We hope that many Indians will
utilize this golden opportunity and that God will give the requi-
site strength and faith to those who join the fight.
[From Gujarati]
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129. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI
[durban,]
Wednesday September 17, 1913
CHI. MANILAL,
. . .t Ba and others boarded the train with great courage on
Monday. „ . .2 Besides tamos, there are the qualities of rajas and
sattva.* The first keeps a man blind, ignorant and lethargic. The
second makes him rash, daring and energetic in worldly pursuits.
The quality of rajas predominates among the nations of Europe,
1 & 2 There is indication of some omissions here in the source.
3 Mental propensities derived from one's physiological equipment, vide
Gfa> XIV, 5-8-

